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  DaviD B. ashley
  A President Poised for Growth

THE MAN WITH THE PLAN: David B. 
Ashley became the eighth president of UNLV 
in July 2006. As the leader of the pack, Ashley 
has been building his team with strong, proven 
administrators from across the country. He’s 
been here a bit longer than any of the others 
we’re profiling in this article, but he’s still a 
newcomer to the valley. Prior to UNLV, Ashley 
was executive vice chancellor and provost 
at the University of California, Merced. He 
previously served as dean of engineering at 
The Ohio State University, and held faculty 
positions at the University of California, 
Berkeley, the University of Texas at Austin and 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.  
A CAN-DO COMMUNITY: When I was 
invited to join UNLV, I saw an opportunity  
to match my background and my skills so  

that I could have a significant, positive  
impact on the university. Las Vegas is such an 
exciting, unusual place to work. It’s a ‘can 
do’ kind of community with UNLV as its 
academic hub. Also, once you’ve lived here 
for over a year, you get quite comfortable. 
There is so much to do here and it’s a  
great place to live. It’s almost addictive. It’s 
also been more challenging in many ways. 
We’re facing budget reductions. We have to 
figure out how to maintain our ambitions 
and goals while managing reductions. The 
university has a significant amount of activity 
going on all the time, and we want to maintain 
or grow that.
ON HIS PREDECESSOR: Carol Harter had 
many successes. She built a strong adminis-
tration team, as well as relationships with 
friends, supporters and the community.  
She built a good foundation for me to build 
upon.

ON REACHING THE HALF-CENTURY 
MARK: UNLV has become a significant 
community resource for education, cultural 
arts and a local destination for children from 
the community to go to college.
IN ANOTHER 50 YEARS: It will definitely 
be a more research-focused university. It will 
have more regional and national importance, 
especially with research. Several programs 
have reached national recognition like the hotel 
college, some of our performing arts areas and 
our graduate writing programs. In future years, 
it will be better in so many dimensions. We’ve 
been focused on growth and an accessible 
campus. With the College of Southern Nevada 
and Nevada State College as partners in higher 
education, it allows us to be more focused on 
research and the professions. We also expect 
to acquire land in North Las Vegas to further 
build out our graduate programs and foster 
economic development in that region.

Bigmenoncampus
Just in case you hadn’t noticed, there are some 

new men in town. They’re charming, intelligent, 
employed in positions of power, and ready and 

willing to be of service. Oh, and they’re part of 
the new administration at UNLV and beyond. In 
honor of UNLV’s 50th anniversary, we thought we’d 
introduce you to some of the new BMOC—taking 
Nevada higher education to the next level to the 
benefit of our thriving community. 
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FUTURE PLANS: UNLV is a major university. It has 28,000 
students. I want to make the university even more successful 
particularly in research, to have greater national and international 
draw for students and faculty. The midtown project will also be 
important for the community and the university. It will have a 
transformational impact on the community and make it a destination 
for many people. It will bring a whole new vitality to campus. 

  WIllIam G. Boldt
  The Man to Get the Word Out

THE MARKETEER: William G. Boldt is vice president for 
advancement at UNLV. He’s taken on a position that was previously 
held by two vice presidents. Under his umbrella, he manages alumni 
relations, government and community relations, marketing, public 
relations, public affairs, reprographics and design services and the UNLV 
Foundation for both development and fundraising. Prior to taking the 
position at UNLV, Boldt spent 14 years as vice president of advancement 
for the University of California, Riverside and at California Polytechnic 
State University, San Luis Obispo. He also spent 10 years at Cornell 
University as an administrator and assistant dean.
ON THE CITY’S ENTREPRENEURIAL STAKEHOLDERS: I came 
to UNLV because I see the tremendous potential for growth. Southern 
Nevada is so unique because it has probably the most entrepreneurial 
stakeholders of anywhere in the country. People in the community 
want to see the university grow and prosper. The board of trustees 
and the UNLV Foundation are extremely generous with both their 
time and resources. They’re very positive. They have a ‘can do’ spirit. 
You don’t see that anywhere else with the intensity that you do here. I 
was also drawn here because of President Ashley and the administrative 
team that I’m working closely with. They are also very positive and  
very dynamic.

“I want to make 
the university more 

successful particularly 
in research, to have 

greater national and 
international draw for 
students and faculty.”
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MY KIND OF TOWN: I knew the town had a tremendous number 
of entrepreneurs, but I had no idea how committed they were to 
UNLV. They are more loyal and generous than I originally thought. I’m 
also very impressed with the deans and the faculty of the university.  
They are very open, positive, entrepreneurial leaders. UNLV hasn’t 
done an effective job of telling its story. The academic and research 
programs and resources at UNLV are some of the best kept secrets in 
Las Vegas. Our job is to get the word out and to inform people in every 
possible way.
ON REACHING THE HALF-CENTURY MARK: UNLV has 
accomplished so much in its first 50 years. We have a world-class hotel 
school. Our emerging law school has really jumped in the ratings. 
The business school has tremendous potential. We have a wonderful 
honors college and we offer a very favorable faculty/student ratio. Our 
performing arts programs are fabulous. And, one of the most enticing 
things about the university is that it allows undergraduates to be involved 
in research projects. That’s very unusual and very positive.
IN ANOTHER 50 YEARS: UNLV is currently engaged in an extensive 
strategic planning exercise to chart our course for the next 50 years. 
That process is not yet completed. When it is, it will provide a road map 
for our future. There is certainly one thing that is clear. UNLV will be 
a world-class teaching and research university, aimed at developing the 
minds of our students, and to addressing the major research challenges 
that will help not just Nevada but the world. I am excited to be here 
now, at this time and in this place, helping to prepare the way for the 
future. Keep your eyes on UNLV. 

FUTURE PLANS: I have three main goals. First is to finish the $500M 
capital campaign. This is critical to our growth. As government dollars 
lessen, we need to depend more on private donations. Second, I want 
to be more innovative in communicating the university’s progress to 
both its stakeholders and to the public. And third, I want to be involved 
in helping the midtown renovation come to fruition. That will create a 
very positive residential and business environment around campus. 

“I want to help to 
develop a signature 

educational experience 
that will attract the 

best and the brightest 
students to UNLV.”
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  Paul Jarley
  A first-class business school for a first-class city

ALL BUSINESS: Paul Jarley is dean of the College of Business at UNLV. 
He came to Las Vegas via the University of Kentucky where he served as 
senior associate dean of the Gatton College of Business and Economics. 
While there he also served as director of the Center for a Sustainable 
Aluminum Industry and director of the Center for Labor Education and 
Research. Prior to coming to Kentucky, he served as department chair 
in management at Louisiana State University and was on the faculty at 
the University of Iowa. 

EMBRACING CHANGE: UNLV has a faculty that is willing to 
embrace change. There’s a great deal of optimism about the potential of 
the institution. It is the only major research university in a dynamic city 
of two million people. That is an enormous opportunity. The university 
needs to embrace the Las Vegas community and what makes it unique and 
incorporate that into the UNLV experience. Also, the gaming industry 
is in a transition, transforming itself into a multimedia entertainment 
experience and it needs a local source of intellectual talent. 
CHALLENGES & OPPORTUNITIES: It’s exactly what I expected. 
I did lots of due diligence before I accepted the position, so I knew the 
challenges and opportunities before I came here. In many respects, it’s 
not different from other colleges. There’s always a lot to do.
ON REACHING THE HALF-CENTURY MARK: Any great 
university seeks to be transformative. It changes the lives of its students 
and the community it serves. Higher education provides one of the 
primary vehicles for upward social mobility and economic growth. I 
think of some of our recent graduates, people like Brent Bell, Andy Katz 
and Cathy Santoro, and how they are helping to create jobs and shape 
our community. Ultimately, the university’s legacy is its graduates and 
their accomplishments. 
IN ANOTHER 50 YEARS: Normally, I consult my Magic 8 Ball. More 
seriously, the university is undergoing a major transition from an open 
enrollment to a more selective admission, research-oriented institution. 
I believe UNLV has the potential to become like UCLA - a world-class 
research and teaching institution in one of the nation’s great cities.  
The transformation here is just beginning and I am looking forward to 
the journey. 

“The academic and 
research programs and 
resources at UNLV are 
some of the best kept 
secrets in Las Vegas.” 
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FUTURE PLANS: The first (goal) is fundraising. State funds will  
only take us so far. We need significant private support to compete 
with the elite schools. I want to help to develop a signature educational 
experience that will attract the best and the brightest students to UNLV. 
And, I want to attract and retain the best faculty. It’s not a hard business. 
If you can retain the best faculty and students, you win. Another 
big challenge for us is sustainability, in both the economy and the 
environment. The College of Business needs to embrace its Las Vegas-
ness and be relevant to the community it serves, particularly in the 
areas of entrepreneurship, real estate development and entertainment 
management.

  John V. White
  A man with a heart for law

THE LAW MAN: John V. White was born and raised in Louisiana, but 
he now calls Las Vegas home as the new dean of the William S. Boyd 
School of Law. A graduate of Yale Law School, White plans to use his 
experience from one of the top law schools in the country to build a 
stronger and better regarded one in our own back yard. The bulk of his 
work as an attorney has been in the area of civil rights. Prior to UNLV, 
White was a professor at Louisiana State University Paul M. Hebert 
Law Center for 15 years. He also participated in programs in France 
and Italy. 
THE NEW KID ON THE BLOCK: Boyd is a fantastic law school.  
I’m glad to be chosen to lead it. It was accredited in the shortest  
possible time. It’s also the only law school founded in the last 20 years  
to be currently ranked in the U.S. News ranking. That’s quite an 
achievement. Boyd has enjoyed spectacular success, and that’s a 
testament to both my predecessor and to the students who took a 
chance when the school was first founded. I enjoy Las Vegas, and I’m 
really glad to be here.

SETTING THE BAR: It’s actually been fun. The job is great. It’s a lot 
of work, but the community really supports Boyd School of Law and 
they want it to succeed. Las Vegas is a city that is primed to do things 
well. Very successful lawyers and business men and women in Las Vegas 
want the school to be successful to honor and serve the city and the state  
of Nevada. 

“Las Vegas is a city  
that is primed 

to do things well.”
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HOMEGROWN TALENT: One of the school’s main goals is to 
produce a homegrown set of attorneys. Part of the maturation of the 
city is to build the infrastructure. The growth of UNLV is crucial to the 
city’s growth and success. Most of the state’s lawyers have come from 
somewhere else. The rapid growth of Las Vegas creates huge demands 
on the bar which requires lawyers familiar with and invested in the 
city to address. The Boyd School of Law will be crucial to producing  
those lawyers. 
IN ANOTHER 50 YEARS: The valley will continue to grow for the 
next couple of decades, so the growth and maturation will aid UNLV in 
many ways. Things are always different with a desert city because we’re 
more remote from other influences; it magnifies everything. There’s 
more going on here because of a disconnect from other cities. People are 
more focused on the city. UNLV will grow and benefit from helping to 
fulfill the city’s needs. With Boyd, we hope to build a synergy with the 
city like the college of fine arts did with the entertainment opportunities. 
Eventually, we’ll be the predominant source of lawyers in Las Vegas, 
which will significantly contribute to the spirit of the city.
FUTURE PLANS: There are three key things I want to accomplish. First 
is to shore up the school’s infrastructure. Second is to grow the school 
to serve the students’ needs. Third is to capitalize on the momentum 
and success to turn Boyd into one of the truly great law schools in the 
country. We want to be among the couple of dozen law schools people 
readily think of.

  MaurIzIo TrevIsan
  Working on an efficient, integrated health science system

MEDICINE MAN: Dr. Maurizio Trevisan works for the Nevada 
System of Higher Education that directly controls the eight institutes of  
higher education in the state. He’s in the newly created position of 
executive vice chancellor and chief executive officer for the University 
of Nevada Health Sciences System. Prior to coming to Las Vegas, he was 
a professor in the Department of Social and Preventive Medicine, Family 
Medicine and Exercise and Nutrition Sciences and served as dean in the 
School of Public Health and Health Professions in the State University 

“In reality, Las Vegas 
is a great city  

in need of  
an outstanding 

healthcare system.”
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of New York, University at Buffalo (UB). Trevisan 
is an internationally known physician and 
epidemiologist in the areas of cardiovascular and 
chronic disease. He is also founding dean of the 
School of Health and Health Professions at UB. 
Born in Naples, Italy, he’s the author of more than 
235 publications in high impact medical journals.
TEAM SPIRIT: Throughout most of my academic 
career, I’ve been focused on the integration of 
the work of health professionals. There’s often 
an artificial separation of different professions 
because of their education. If we want to have an 
efficient health system, we have to work as teams. 
That’s what pushed me to start a new school in 
Buffalo. This position in Nevada allows a natural 
expansion of my dream and vision, to work across 
institutions. It’s the first attempt to integrate 
health sciences at the educational level, not only in 
Nevada, but in the country.
SERVING NEVADA’S RESIDENTS: All of my 
expectations have been met. Sure, there are lots  
of challenges, but I see challenges as opportunities. 
I have a desire to do well. Nevada is a growing 
state, and there is now a major impetus to  
allow the health academic system to grow to 
better serve the residents of Nevada. The academic 
institutions need to play a major role to improve 
health care in Nevada. The state needs to do a 
better job. We have to do this in partnership with 
hospitals, other health institutions and foundations, 
insurers, physicians and people. In reality, Las 
Vegas is a great city in need of an outstanding 
healthcare system.
INTEGRATION PLAN: The educational 
institutions of the state have graduated a lot of 
quality healthcare professionals. However, it’s 
always been done within the confine of each of the 
institutions. As a result of integration, we expect 
to do a better job and provide more opportunities 
for training for our students.
IN ANOTHER 50 YEARS: Actually, I hope it 
won’t take that long, more like 20-25 years. I hope 
that we are recognized nationally and internationally 
as an outstanding academic enterprise. Las Vegas 
should not only be an entertainment capital, but 
people should come here for first-class medical 
treatment. I want us to reach a level of academic 
excellence that positively impacts people. As a 
result of our growth and partnerships with places 
like the Nevada Cancer Institute, the Lou Ruvo 
Brain Institute and others, we will have a better 
health care system and healthier residents. People 
who have needs won’t have to go outside the state 
for their care. The strive for excellence needs to 
be driven by academic enterprise. q


